
Europe Vocabulary 
 

1. alliance- a union between countries formed to advance common causes 
2. assimilation- adopting new cultural practices, generally from a dominant culture group  
3. Capitalism- an economic system based on private ownership in which the major goal is to obtain profit; a free 

market economy 
4. Cold War- a time of political and military tension between the US and the Soviet Union 
5. Communism- a system of government in which the government controls the ways of producing goods 
6. Constitutional Monarchy- a form of government in which a monarch is the head of state but elected officials run 

the government 
7. Democracy-  a type of government run by the people 
8. Dictatorship- a form of government in which one person has absolute power to rule and control the 

government, the people, and the economy 
9. Empire- a group of countries ruled by a single person, government or country 
10. ethnic group- a group that shares common cultural traits, such as language 
11. European Union- an international political and economic organization of 28 European countries 
12. factors of production- conditions needed to create goods and services in an economy, generally land, labor, and 

capital 
13. market/free enterprise economy- economic system characterized by freedom for consumers and producers 
14. genocide- systematic killing of a particular ethnic group 
15. Holocaust- the mass killing of 6 million European Jews by Germany’s Nazi leaders during World War II 
16. industrialization- the process by which an economy is transformed from primarily agricultural to one based on 

the manufacturing of goods 
17. limited government- in a limited government led by the citizens, everyone, including all authority figures, must 

obey laws 
18. literacy- the ability to read and write 
19. monumental architecture- large man-made structures generally created for the public to remember an event or 

individual 
20. nationalism- an extreme devotion to a country characterized by a lack of questioning of state authority 
21. Oligarchy- a form of government in which a few persons in a dominant class or clique have all power; 

government by the few 
22. oppression- a situation in which people are governed in an unfair and cruel way and prevented from having 

opportunities and freedom 
23. peninsula- a piece of land that is connected to a mainland and is surrounded on three sides by water 
24. refugee- a person who flees a country because of violence, war, persecution, or disaster 
25. republic- form of government in which people elect representatives to legislate 
26. citizens’ rights- legal, social, or ethical principles of freedom protected by one’s citizenship 
27. Socialism- an economic system where everyone in society equally owns the factors of production 
28. standard of living- refers to the wealth and purchasing power of a particular group 
29. supranational organization- a collection of multiple states that make up a larger group that goes beyond 

national boundaries 
30. transportation corridor- an area of land that includes lines of transportation, like railroads, highways, canals 
31. unlimited government- in an unlimited government, control is placed solely with the ruler and his/her 

appointees, and there are no limits imposed on his/her authority  
32. urbanization- when a city grows larger and spreads into nearby areas 
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